
LOGLINE

A stark portrait of how terminal illness can erode the sensuality and intimacy of even the strongest of couples.

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

Stalactites is a �lm about suppression and came about through an interest in how illness can a�ect sexuality in 
relationships. This short �lm explores suppression as a facet of loss, and creates a largely subtextual dialogue 
between a husband and wife that both whispers and shouts as they struggle to communicate. 

The �lm experiments with narrative form - much of the sound was recorded prior to the images, allowing the 
camera to respond to what the artists created sonically in each space. In this way, the story emerges in the gap 
between sound and image. 

This form invites a parallel understanding of how communication between Alan and Linda takes place in the 
words they hold back; their relationship reveals itself to us through the emotions and thoughts they are 
keeping from each other.

PRESS 
KIT

SYNOPSIS

Illness a�ects more than just the body. In Stalactites, writer / director Alison Piper challenges the limits of 
empathy in her nuanced look at the human condition. The �lm is a tender glimpse into a marriage crumbling 
under the weight of terminal illness. Alan is a man failing to communicate with his sick wife as he struggles 
to reconcile his waning sexual attraction to her. He is a deeply �awed but relatable character, caught up in a 
morally ambiguous situation where audiences are faced with the question: “What would you do?”



THE FILM MAKER
(WRITER / DRECTOR / PRODUCER) 

ALISON PIPER  (b. 1988, Scotland) is a Glasgow based  �lmmaker and video artist. Her collaborative work 
 A Lower Volume, with artist Rachel McBrinn was longlisted for the 2015 Aesthetica Art Prize. Since graduating 
from the Northern Film School in 2009 Alison has pursued a successful career as an assistant director; her 
credits include the Starz fantasy epic Outlander, BBC Films’ What We Did On Our Holiday, DNA’s Sunshine on Leith 
and Warp Films’ For Those In Peril. In recent years she has turned her focus to writing and Stalactites is her �rst 
short �lm.

GRANT McPHEE
(CINEMATOGRAPHER)

Alongside his career in the UK �lm and TV industry as a DIT, Grant McPhee has shot twenty-three short �lms 
since he began working as a cinematographer in 2005. He has also spent a decade tracking down more than 
60 interview subjects for two feature-length documentary �lms packaged together as 'The Sound of Young 
Scotland'. The �rst of these documentaries, Big Gold Dream: Scottish Post Punk, DIY and In�ltrating The Main-
stream won the audience award after its premiere at the Edinburgh International Film Festival in 2015.

ALDO PALUMBO
(EDITOR)

Aldo Palumbo is a Glasgow based �lm editor whose drama credits include Love Cake (written by Mandy Lee 
and directed by Eleanor Yule), Ever Here I Be (written and directed by Kate Burton) and The Bedfords (written 
and directed by Henry Coombes). Documentary credits includes Moominland Tales: The Life of Tove Jansson 
(directed by Eleanor Yule) and The Nurture Room (directed by Matt Pinder).



KATE DICKIE (LINDA)

Kate Dickie won a BIFA and Scottish BAFTA for best actress in 2006 for her performance in the �lm Red Road 
directed by Andrea Arnold, as well as four other international awards. Recent credits include Prometheus, Filth, 
For Those In Peril and Catch Me Daddy. Kate is perhaps best known for her role as Lysa Arryn in the HBO series 
Game of Thrones.

PAUL McCOLE (ALAN)

Paul McCole is a Scottish actor and comedian, known by many for his role in the dark comedy series High 
Times. He has appeared in television shows such as Limmy's Show, Taggart, Rab C. Nesbitt, and Still Game. 
McCole also performed in The Strange Undoing of Prudencia Heart from 2013-14, which was the longest      
touring show from the National Theatre of Scotland.
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